Alpha Invitation Press Release Template

[Date]
Heading - Insert the key feature of your story, it could be one of the following:

· [NUMBER OF CHURCHES]  CHURCHES IN [YOUR AREA]  JOIN FORCES IN NATIONAL ALPHA CAMPAIGN

· EVERYONE IN [YOUR AREA]  IS INVITED TO DRINKS / SUPPER [INSERT YOUR LAUNCH EVENT DETAILS]  AT [INSERT YOUR UNUSUAL VENUE]  TO LAUNCH THE ALPHA COURSE IN [YOUR AREA]  THIS AUTUMN

· [NAME OF LOCALLY KNOWN SPEAKER]  TO SPEAK AT EVENT IN [INSERT YOUR EVENT VENUE]  TO LAUNCH THE ALPHA COURSE IN [YOUR AREA]  THIS AUTUMN

· [NAME OF RECENT ALPHA GUEST]  TELLS OF HOW THEIR LIFE HAS CHANGED THROUGH COMING ON AN ALPHA COURSE.

Over [xxx] churches in [your area] are set to run Alpha courses this Autumn and will be [insert advertising activities planned] inviting people to launch events in [specify where: churches, homes, halls, pubs and restaurants]. The launch events are designed to introduce local people to the Alpha course, which provides an opportunity to explore the meaning of life. The course is free and open to everyone.

Two million people across the UK are already estimated to have taken part in local Alpha courses which are now running at over 7,000 churches of all denominations.

Churches in [your area] are joining in a major national advertising campaign this September using posters, postcards, invitations, web banners and newspaper advertisements.  These are based on figures from a 60-second Alpha viral clip and pose the question ‘is there more to life than this?’ which appears above the words ‘The Alpha Course…explore the meaning of life’. 

Local initiatives will be supported by a national advertising campaign. The 2007 theme is based upon ‘Factory’, an animated film which depicts human life as a conveyor belt from birth to death, incorporating many wry humorous touches.  The 60-second clip will be showing on digital and freeview television channel E4 during September, on screens in bars and health clubs across the UK, and in cinemas nationwide from 7 to 13 September, accompanied by postcards in cinema foyers.  

The campaign is to form the basis of the UK’s biggest Christian advertising initiative this year. This is the tenth annual initiative in the UK and is titled ‘The Alpha Invitation’ emphasising the relaxed nature of the course, which is primarily for those who do not attend church regularly.
Alpha is already one of the most widely-known Christian initiatives in the country. Over 23% of British adults can identify Alpha as a Christian course (MORI, October 2006).

The Alpha Invitation forms part of the church’s plan to reverse the decline in attendance over the past twenty years. Only 7.5% of the population now regularly attend church, but many churches running Alpha report that their congregations are growing as a result and some are seeking bigger premises to hold these growing congregations
The Alpha course is a practical and contemporary introduction to the Christian faith and provides a relaxed and informal opportunity for participants to make up their own mind about Christianity. It is constructed around one meeting a week for ten weeks and has become increasingly successful in the UK over the last 10 years.

The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr Rowan Williams says of Alpha ‘What Alpha has to offer is a unique mixture of Christian content and Christian style. I recommend it …as a very special tool of evangelism.’

The Rev’d Nicky Gumbel, who presents the Alpha material, said: ‘We have heard so many wonderful stories of people – many of them young – whose lives have been changed by God through the Alpha course in churches of all denominations throughout the country.’

ENDS

For further information, contact:  [local contact] in [your area], [telephone number, including mobile]
Mark Elsdon-Dew in the Communications office at Holy Trinity Brompton on 0845 644 7533, or visit the website uk.alpha.org/mediaroom
NOTES TO EDITORS
 
Devised in the UK, the Alpha course is supported by the Archbishops of Canterbury and York and by leaders of all the main denominations. Alpha is a 15-session practical introduction to the Christian faith designed primarily for non-churchgoers and new Christians and is being run by churches of every denomination. Most courses take place in the evening with a meal followed by a talk central to the Christian faith. After the talk, participants divide into groups of about ten or twelve people to discuss the talk in an environment where each person is free to ask or express whatever they wish. 
 

Since 1992 the Alpha course has seen astonishing growth, both in the United Kingdom and internationally. From just five courses running in the UK in 1992, to over 7,000 registered Alpha courses in the UK and 33,500 courses worldwide in over 150 countries. It is estimated that 9 million people have now been on the course worldwide. 
 

The growth of Alpha worldwide
 
	 
Year
	Number of registered Alpha courses worldwide
	Estimated cumulative 

number of guests

	1992
	5
	 

	1993
	200
	4,600

	1994
	750
	25,000

	1995
	2,500
	105,000

	1996
	5,000
	360,000

	1997
	6,500
	766,000

	1998
	10,500
	1.3 million

	1999
	14,200
	2 million

	2000
	17,000
	2.8 million

	2001
	19,800
	3.8 million

	2002  
	24,400
	4.7 million 

	2003
	27,000 
	5.7 million

	2004
	29,051 
	6.8 million

	2005
	29,580 
	8 million

	2006 
	33,500
	9 million


